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228 The Amebican Jotjknal of Semitic Languages 

throughout made the book simpler and clearer. In no part of the work is 
this more welcome than in the ten introductory sections, where simpler forms 
of statement and fuller illustrations make the student's pathway much 
easier. In its new form the book should start upon another long career. 

The European war, which has girdled the globe with its blight, has left 
its mark on this volume. The type for the book was set in Leipzig, though 
the work was published in Edinburgh. The declaration of war last summer 
made it impossible to incorporate 56 corrections in the plates, hence there 
is a long list of errata. 

George A. Babton 

Bkyn Mawk College 



A VOLUME OF TEXTS FROM THE MORGAN LIBRARY 

A beautiful volume is Part III of the Babylonian Collection in the Library 
of J. Pierpont Morgan 1 edited by Professor Albert T. Clay and privately 
printed by the library. Dr. Keiser is Professor Clay's pupil, and the work 
is done with all the thoroughness and beauty which characterize Professor 
Clay's own work. The Babylonians were a commercial people. They 
shipped grain and merchandise from point to point along their rivers and 
numerous canals. Cattle were also not only sent out to pasture, but shipped 
in trade from one place to another. In such commerce tags were needed by 
them as much as by us. They, too, had business offices and archives, where 
documents were stored, various groups of which needed labels for quick 
identification. Dr. Keiser, in addition to the publication of 190 of these 
texts and 67 heliotype reproductions of them, has made an analytical study 
of this whole class of objects. He finds that bullae or labels were of four 
kinds: simple labels, tags in the shape of tablets, archive labels, and animal 
tags. His investigations throw much light upon the various uses to which 
these objects were put and illuminate an obscure corner of Assyriological 
research. A number of the labels are translated, and full indices to names 
and tablets complete this creditable work. 

Geobge A. Babton 

Bkyn Mawb College 

1 Cuneiform Bullae of the Third Millennium B.C. By Clarence E. Keiser. New 
York, 1914. Pp. 52 +50, autographed plates, and 8 heliotype plates. 



